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COMMANDER 'S CORNER                Lt/C Rich Gienopie, P  

June 2011  
 

Summertime has arrived with this early season heat 

wave.  Hope you all are enjoying some boating and beach time. 

  

Mary Lou and I were introduced to a totally new way of 

boating last month when we attended D26's Cruise and 

Rendezvous on Thurmond Lake in McCormick, SC.  This 

large body of water sports many launch ramps, picnic areas 

and miles of safe passage for a variety of water sports.  Quite 

different from the Great Lakes or the ICW.  The mountain 

scenery was spectacular. 

  

Many thanks to P/C Bob Roseman and his committee for 

putting on a great Squadron Picnic for our membership 

meeting last month.  A great time was had by all in 

attendance.  A reminder, due to the nature of this picnic 

(buying food beforehand based on reservation info) those of 

you who reserved, but did not attend, do owe for the price of 

the picnic.  Thanks for your understanding. 

  

   

 

FORE ónô AFT  STAFF  

Hank & Linda Hodges 

843-357-1780 

hhodges@sccoast.net            

 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://webmail.nyc.rr.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=MarcShoobe%40aol.com
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By the time you read this, LBPS and NSS&PS will have completed their first joint activity by 

participating in the big Myrtle Beach Memorial Day Parade with two boats and three 

vehicles.  Hope some of you had the opportunity of seeing the Squadron's entries.  Thank you 

to LtC Ken Payne, LBPS, and LtC Roger Clark, NSS&PS, and their committees for all of their 

efforts. 
 

Don't forget our June meeting is our last chance to get together before our summer break! 
  

Happy and Safe Boating! 

 

COMMANDER'S CORNER                                                                        Continued from Page 1 

Rich G  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER                                                                                    Lt/C Ken Payne, P 

As I draft this message to our squadron, we are finalizing last minute preparations for the 

Memorial Day parade.  Barring any drastic weather conditions, it promises to be an exciting 

event.  Many thanks to our volunteers - especially Colleen Carter for chairing the event for 

both Long Bay and North Strand.  It's wonderful seeing our squadrons participate jointly in an 

event, and this will hopefully pave a bright future for joint service to our community.  If you 

are unable to attend the parade, we should have plenty of pictures for you to enjoy.  Speaking 

of volunteers, George Rast will be needing your efforts to assist with Co-op Charting in the 

months ahead.  More information will come as we finalize our plans.  We all wish for a safe 

boating season.  So if you haven't scheduled your vessel safety check, contact Ed Rubick as 

soon as possible.  Don't forget that we want 100% participation from our squadron this 

year.  Check your fire extinguishers as Kidde has a recall on quite a few models, and they go 

bad fairly quickly.  Safe boating to all. 
Ken  

I am writing this article before our May 21st Membership Luncheon is held at Osprey Marina in 

order to meet the deadline date for publication.  Therefore, I have no details now, but will 

report everything next month.  However, we are expecting 35 people to attend, with many 

volunteering their services to help make this a successful fundraiser for our squadron. 

June 14th (Tues.) ï Our dinner meeting will be held at Magnoliaôs Restaurant, 2605 N. Ocean 

Blvd., Myrtle Beach.  We will have a private room on the second floor (elevator is available).  

Cost is $19.00 per person for a Buffet Dinner that includes the following: Rolls, Biscuits, 

Cornbread Muffins, Salad, Baked & Fried Chicken, Pork Barbeque, Garlic Roasted Red 

Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes, Macaroni and Cheese, Green Beans, Stewed Tomatoes, Pecan Pie, 

Lemon Pie, Chocolate £clair, Coffee or Tea, Tax and Gratuity.  A Cash Bar will be available. 
 

Our speaker will be Ed Piotrowski, WPDE News Channel 15 Chief Meteorologist. He will give 

a presentation on the Hurricane season which begins this month. 

ADMINISTRATION  OFFICER:                                                   Lt/C Gloria Roseman, S 

Gloria  
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Lightning and Boating Safety   P/D/C William F. Mullin, AP 

This monthôs issue of Compass from USPS mentions lightning as a safety issue.  Think 

about this for a moment.  Eventually every boater on the AICW runs into a storm situation.  

One moment you are motoring (or sailing) along the "Ditch" and the next moment the sky 

starts to get very dark.  You realize a thunderstorm is about to hit.  The bad news here is that 

the "Thunderboomersò around these parts have lightning as a main component.  In case you 

missed that in Boating 101, lightning can kill you unless you take precautions.  Even then, it 

may send you to an early grave. 

What precautions can you take to avoid lightning damage?  There is nothing you can do 

to prevent lightning.  However, you can shunt it off somewhere else and avoid catastrophic 

problems.  There are no guarantees, but here is what the experts say.  The experts want you to 

add an adequate grounding system to your boat.  Begin at the topmost part of your own boat.  It 

must be metal and taller than anything else on the boat.  Make sure whatever is at the top of the 

mast is an approved lightning dissipater (see West Marine).  Have this firmly attached to a 

heavy metal mast or connected below with HEAVY copper wire.  This ought to be #4 copper 

wire which is 3/8-inch diameter.  Run this wire down to near the propulsion engine(s) with as 

few bends as possible.  Connect this to a HEAVY copper plate in the bilgeðabout a foot 

square and 1/4-thick. Now run more #4 from every other piece of heavy metallic gear to this 

plate with as few bends as possible.  Braze (or weld) all connections to this plate.  Avoid solder 

because the hot lightning will melt the solder and things will fry in a fraction of a second. 

TREASURER                                    Steve R. Avinger, AP (filling in for Lt/C Sean Reilly, P)  

Make plans to learn more about the Long Bay waters south of the óbeachô.  Check the Boating 

Activities Tab on your web site to see what and where to plan.  Then just shoot me an e-mail, 

or give me a call.  Iôd like to help answer any questions and come up with solutions for those 

problems, ok?  
 

July will be here before you know it.  Weôre planning to óhead southô for Independence Day.  

Friday, July 1 is the first leg, Long Bay to Winyah Bay.  Saturday, July 2 is perfect for óday 

trippersô, those with open and/or trailer boats.  Launch from the new Carol Campbell Marine 

Complex, rendezvousô with our óCruisersô and run Winyah Bay to McClellanville.  Weôll pass 

the South Inlet, North and South Santee Rivers and miles of great scenery.  We are planning to 

enjoy a late lunch at a quaint little seafood restaurant before returning.  Boats with overnight 

accommodations will stay to continue to Charleston on Sunday. 
 

Membership renewals are about as important to any organization as are new memberships.  So, 

please renew your membership in a timely fashion. That way you wonôt miss any of the fun!  

Our May cookout/fundraiser was a big success.  Over thirty attended, but we missed you if you 

were not able to come.  The chickens were delicious. 
 

Please stop by an Executive Committee Meeting for complete details on all your squadronôs 

financials. 
Steve  

Operational Safety                          P/D/C William F. Mullin, AP   

(Continued on page 4) 
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Move to the outside of the boat.  Add a heavy (1/4-inch thick) copper Water Terminal 

Plate about a foot square to the hull bottom so it conforms very closely to the shape of the hull 

and is as close to being directly opposite that heavy inner plate as possible.  Through-bolt this 

plate to the inner plate and hull structure.  The best advice here is to use heavy copper bolts, 

nuts, washers and lock-washers.  Anything else will corrode quickly.  Finally, make sure you 

install an adequate bonding system connecting every piece of electrical/electronic equipment to 

the inner metal plate. DO NOT HOOK THE RADIO ANTENNA DIRECTLY TO THE 

PLATE.  Use a lightning arrester in the lead-in cable.  That should allow a lightning strike to 

bridge the gap harmlessly. 

Uh!  Oh!  The storm is here!  Get everyone out of the water and wearing a life preserver 

RIGHT NOW!  Pull down all protruding objects.  Head for shore.  Keep everybody low and 

separated.  Stay as far as possible away from the lightning protection system.  Know how to 

administer cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR).  If you can do it, get directly under an 

overhead high voltage transmission line crossing the water.  Lightning will hit it and may 

protect you. Marge and I managed that at Muirhead City and it worked!  We were also tucked 

in alongside a large steel-hulled tanker.  Of course, if lightning knocks that wire down, STAY 

AWAY! 

Operational Safety             (Continued from page 3)              P/D/C William F. Mullin, AP   

Radio Technical Committee                                                                   P/C Larry Byrd, SN  

Are you one of our lucky members who have a DSC (digital selective calling) ready radio?  If 

so, please make sure you are getting the real value from this ñsmartò radio.  DSC radios have a 

RED button for emergency calls only.  This function can save your life, but to work, a couple 

of things must occur.  You must apply for an MMSI (Maritime Mobile Service Identity) 

number.  When you have been assigned a number, then program your radio with all the 

pertinent information about you and the boat, and hook it to your GPS.  In the event of an 

emergency, pressing and holding the button for a few seconds alerts all DSC equipped vessels, 

USCG and rescue vessels with all the information about you, the boat, the position and nature 

of distress.  All radios receiving this alert hear a special tone and automatically switch to Ch. 

16 as does yours. 
 

Other features include the ability to contact another DSC equipped vessel or group you may be 

traveling with, and then automatically switching to a digital channel for private conversations.  

You have the ability to see the position of a friendôs boat if both are hooked to GPS plotters. 
 

The Safety Of Life At Sea (Solas) vessels are no longer required to monitor Ch. 16 and may 

miss your distress call.  They WILL hear any and all DSC emergency calls and at the same 

time receive all the information needed to find and help the vessel in distress.  Go to the 

following link: http://www.safeboatingamerica.com/DSC_Radio_MMSI.html  and read more 

as well as watch the videos that explain DSC.  Alsoé remind Santa, yours truly needs a new 

VSC equipped radio for Slo MôOcean. 

ñLarry  

http://www.safeboatingamerica.com/DSC_Radio_MMSI.html
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Our vessel, Ciao Bella!, was delivered February 2007.  After lots of docking 

practice, we went to the Wacca Wache Marina for lunch, and to Bird Island 

where we rafted up.  We went to Georgetown and to Charleston for a weekend 

with friends.  Five months after our vessel was delivered, we went to Bald Head 

Island.  Sean had taken the ChartSmart class a year before we purchased the 

boat, and we thought we were prepared for entering a large body of water with 

many types of buoys and traffic.  We werenôt!  However, we continued that year 

to Georgetown, and Bald Head Island again.   
 

We joined LBPS in 2008 and did a couple of cruises with the group--the Azalea Festival in 

Wilmington and the cruise on the Waccamaw to Conway.  We realized the educational 

opportunity of these outings.  There were, in effect, mini-lectures during docktails, and we saw 

and discovered other ways of doing things more efficiently, easily, and safely.  We took a mini-

course on chartplotters. 
 

After the 2009 trip to Oriental and Ocracoke Island, NC, with LBPS, we both took the Piloting 

class.  It really taught us how to use paper charts, and know where we were.  It wasnôt all about 

the Chartplotter anymore!  It taught us that some marinas used piers, and that someone (Carol) 

had to be out on the bow.  Then Sean took the engine maintenance course. 
 

The 2010 squadron trips to Southport, the District 26 Rendezvous in Georgetown and the cruise 

to New Bern, NC, were great.  However, now we needed a real adventure.  We decided to go to 

Baltimore.  We both have relatives in that area, so it would be a great way to see them and a 

place weôd been to many times, but not by boat. 
 

The plan was to go in the spring of 2011.  The first thing we did was to change the iGoogle 

homepage to the ñChesapeakeò theme.  Then we gathered information.  Larry and Kathryn 

Byrd were our mentors, and helped us plan each day, pick out chart books, and gave us their 

wisdom about each area and how to provision.  They encouraged us to do the trip now and not 

to get sidetracked or put it off.  They cautioned us not to rush, but to have down times and to 

sightsee.  When we found out that the first Reilly grandchild will arrive in August, we picked 

May 2 for a departure.  (Let us also thank Steve Avinger for taking Seanôs Treasurer 

responsibilities and Charlotte Downey and Mary Lou Gienopie for handling Carolôs Secretary 

work during our trip.)  We set up a group list for daily email updates, set up our online billpay 

to handle the bills, and stopped the mail.  Our children immediately made plans to come and 

use the condo while we were gone, so we left orders about watering the plants. 
 

It took a good week to get Ciao Bella! ready.  We took things off the boat we wouldnôt need.  

We rearranged storage spaces to accommodate clothes, computer and chart books.  We began 

provisioning with food, water and wine!  We made up a spreadsheet with mileage, projected 

day, destinations and phone numbers for the marinas.  Fortunately, a cruise to Baltimore 

doesnôt require lots of stocking up.  Grocery stores and shuttles to them from marinas abound.  

All this information came from the Waterway guide.  We read Cruising the Chesapeake and the 

2011 Chesapeake Waterway Guide to get the flavor of the area, its history and the military 

presence, the locks, and potential hazards like crab pots, fish stakes, gill nets and warships. 

Our Trip to Baltimore: Sean and Carol Reilly    

Part I:  Barefoot Marina SC to Norfolk VA  

(Continued on page 6) 
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( continued from page 5) 
 

Week 1:  We set out from our homeport of Barefoot Marina (statute mile 354) at 8AM on 

Monday May 2.  Dolphins escorted us for part of the trip.  Our destination was the new 

Carolina Beach State Park Marina, which was quite nice, with walking and picnicking but no 

docktails in state parks.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, we hoped to try Casperôs in Swansboro, but we ended up at Dudleyôs again.  

Casperôs was completely booked.  Then weather set in, and we spent Wednesday walking 

through town.  We got to see the famous Muscovy ducks in the town.  It was so cold that we 

had to turn the heat on!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursdayôs trip to Oriental was interesting because of the Coast Guard presence.  Any vessel 

with a foreign flag, even a Canadian flag, was hailed and asked the destination and who was 

aboard.  The only vessel immediately boarded was the guy who answered, ñI donôt knowò to 

the destination question.  The Coast Guard had a center console fishing boat pulled in Adams 

Creek.  The Neuse River was fine, and Oriental was lovely, as always.  We were the first boat 

in, and then came all the trawlers.  There is a new chef and menu at the Toucan Grill.  Lunch 

was delicious.  From this point to Norfolk, we were traveling with a group of trawlers who 

were starting on the Great Loop.  These people are referred to as ñloopersò.  (Maybe they were 

the ones who took up all the space at Casperôs in Swansboro.) 
  

We had purchased a weather station for the boat.  This was for the Chesapeake primarily, but 

we used it throughout the trip.  It can be taken off while underway, and remounted in port.  It 

worked great!  

(Continued on Page 7) 
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                                                                                                                         (Continued from Page 6) 

The trip to Dowry Creek on Friday was pleasant; it was the first new place weôd been to by 

ourselves.  The Pamlico Sound was quiet.  The crab pots began in earnest here, and we found 

out that most of the crabs are being sent to Maryland!  The big cities were paying a good price 

for the catch.  Dowry Creek is a quiet marina with lots of nice touches by the lady who runs it.  

The dock hands are great and gave me some good ideas for handling piers.  Each day thereôs a 

BYOB get-together at the clubhouse.  
 

We got a later start since we were completely fogged in the next morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had been respectful of conditions in the North Carolina sounds, but the Alligator River had 

all of them beat!  This whole leg was new for us, and we felt that it was our ñhere there be 

dragonsò as on the old maps.  This day, we came out of the Pungo Creek-Alligator River canal 

to whitecaps in the Alligator River and 2 foot seas.  It was a clear, sunny day, and we just 

slowed down and cut into the waves.  The Alligator River Marina was a welcome site.  
 

We were told to ask to be along side and they accommodated us.  Miss Wanda is still there, 

even though her dear husband has passed, and the vessel they used for the Great Loop and other 

trips is now for sale.  Amenities are suitable, and the food at the grill lives up to its reputation.  

The next day (Motherôs Day), we treated ourselves to breakfast.  There was a Sunday 

newspaper at each shipôs berth. 
 

We proceeded to Coinjock, NC, that Sunday in a misty, cool morning.  The Albemarle Sound 

behaved, and we set a slalom course through the crab traps.  We got into Coinjock without a 

problem and before a host of vessels came in after us.  Wow, did it fill up!  The restaurant did a 

bustling business. 
 

In this week, we found only a couple of places where we didnôt have a wi-fi connection, and a 

leg where we didnôt have cell phone service.  We were able to check emails and finances daily 

if we wanted to, and let our families know of our progress. 
 

Week 2:  Monday, we began the route to Great Bridge, VA, where the lock is.  The Currituck 

Sound wasnôt an issue, and then we were in the Virginia Cut.  

 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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                                                                                                                   (Continued from Page 7) 

This was another new activity, so we spent the night at the Atlantic Yacht Basin (AYB) Marina 

to watch a couple of cycles of vessels through the lock, and take care of laundry.  Some of the 

loopers went on through the lock to get to Norfolk early for the loopers convention.  

Unfortunately for them, the USCG decided to train a dozen recruits on how to inspect vessels 

that afternoon.  There were six private vessels in the lock, and two barges.  It took over an hour 

for them to get through.  Each vessel had all twelve recruits aboard, and they brought a dog, 

too.  They were asking one of the barge captains to remove the tarps on his cargo and open the 

crates. 
 

The AYB has the former presidential yacht sold by Jimmy Carter.  It is being refurbished for a 

private owner.  There were still drapes at each window. 
 

There is a local grocery store that will pick you up and take you from the marina without 

charge. 
 

Itôs a beautiful quiet spot, and that evening and early the next morning, there were sculls being 

rowed in the waterway, which is the North Landing River. 
 

Tuesday was the Great Bridge to Norfolk, VA, leg.  We went through the lock on the first 

opening without any USCG activity.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The trip is only twelve miles, but it took two hours, with bridges (including the train bascules 

which are usually up, but had trains on them), and no wake areas.  Itôs a heavy industrial, ugly 

landscape, as you enter military areas.   
 

Then there was Portsmouth and Norfolk!  It was great to be back in the big city.  The market 

within walking distance of the Norfolk Waterside Marina is closed, but the marina arranges for 

complimentary taxis (really SUVôs) to shop at a new Harris-Teeter, which is a favorite one of 

ours.  The marina is surrounded by restaurants, shops and the Nauticus museum (including the 

battleship Wisconsin),  

(Continued on Page 9) 



9 

                                                                                                                          (Continued from Page 9) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and Navy personnel.  We had a great harbor tour of the warships, and walked to the naval 

museum.  What a great city! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                          Waterside Marina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our side of the marina: the cranes didnôt look so big to us!        AWAC plane over Norfolk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newest nuclear carrier George H W Bush 

 

                                                                                                                               Fun at the Nautilus Museum  

(Continued on Page 10) 
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                                                                                                                      (Continued from Page 9) 
 

Some of the Great Loop people were with us again, since there was a weekend conference 

about the Great Loop in Norfolk.  Many had dogs aboard.  Hereôs a clever thing that one did for 

his petôs comforté. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We said goodbye to the Intracoastal Waterway.   
 

Some things we found helpful so far: 
 

¶ SaltAway to clean the boat. 

¶ Neutrogena Dry Touch sunscreen that Dr. Ed Weiner (one of our members) recommended 

at our April meeting.  It isnôt greasy at all, BUT it stains white cotton: be careful! 

¶ Our Piloting course:  We planned detailed routes each night, and I used the Post-It arrows 

suggested by Kathryn Byrd to keep our paper charts up-to-date with the Chartplotter while we 

are underway. 

Walks into town or around the marina relieves the tension from sitting during the cruise each 

day. 
 

NEXT MONTH:  NORFOLK VA TO BALTIMORE MD:  THE CHESAPEAKE BAY!  

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 

Linnette Beale 

Todd Kamer 

Henry Pulkowski 

Merry Wilson 
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The USPS Mission  
 

To Promote Recreational Boating Safety  
Through Education and Civic Activities  

While Providing Fellowship for our Members . 

Long Bay   TRANSOM TAGS   Power Squadron 
Help Support our PublicationðMinimum $20.00 Donation Please 

 

 

Maureen & Marc Shoobe  

 

Paul & Mary Soucy 

 

SummerTime Blues 
 

Steve & Jessica Avinger 

 
The Rose II 

Bob & Gloria Roseman 

 
 

 

 
SPINDRIFT 
George & Joanne Rast 

 

Ciao Bella!     
Sean & Carol Reilly 

 

Martin & Margaret Smith 

 

The Little Skipper 
 

Rich & Mary Lou Gienopie 

 

Dopey 
 

Lawrence & Charlotte Downey 

 

Lazy Dawgs 
 Hank & Linda Hodges 

 

 

 

Ed & Ellen Rubick  
 

Fourth Times A Charm 

We have a Transom Tag waiting for you. 

Ken & Sharon Payne 
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SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS  ! 
 

Should you have need for any of the products or services offered by our advertisers, please give them an 
opportunity to serve you.  And WHEN you DO  ð  TELL  them you SAW  their ad in the 

FORE`n`AFT . 

 
 

 

Call for UPSP Discounts  
 On Lighthouse Prints  

(803)491 -7791 

Members who would like to have our Burgee or name of their boat embroidered on some item: Myrtle 

Beach Screening has our Burgee on file. Kim Morrison is the owner.  Members can bring in their own 

shirts, hats, tote bags, etc. to be embroidered. Myrtle Beach Screen Printing is located at 2142 Hwy 17 

South, Garden City, SC  29576,  Phone (843) 957-0196. 
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ADVERTISERS WANTED! 
If you know of someone who would like to advertise in the FOREônôAFT please 

contact our Treasurer Lt/C Sean Reilly, P for more information. 

 
 
 

SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS  ! 
 

Should you have need for any of the products or services offered by our advertisers, please give them an 
opportunity to serve you.  And WHEN you DO  ð  TELL  them you SAW  their ad in the 

FORE`n`AFT . 

Vessel Examiners Training Class 


